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Sterling g ift to provide new wing for l i brary
M ary Peace Sterling of Greenville, a former

is restored to its rightful place as the

member of the Furman board of trustees,

crossroads of campus life. I cannot imagine

has provided the naming gift toward the

a more i mportant gift to Furman and its

new wing of the James Buchanan Duke

students or a more fitting tribute to her

Library.

father."
Furman named Mrs. Sterling an

The 48,000-square-foot addition to
the library will be named in honor of Mrs.

honorary alumna during Homecoming

Sterl ing's father, Charlie Peace, a longtime

activities October 20.
The total cost of the library project,

executive with The Greenville News
Piedmont Co. The amount of the gift was

including the Charlie Peace Wing,

not made public, but President David Shi

renovations to the current building and

called it one of the largest in school history.
The Charlie Peace Wing will be built

a maintenance endowment for the revamped
faci lity, is expected to be approximately

on the building's west (l ake) side as part

$25 million. Through October 20, Furman

of the l ibrary 's planned renovation and

had raised a total of $ 1 9 . 1 million toward

expansion. It will feature coll aborative

the project.
Aside from the benefits offered by

study rooms, reading and research areas,
additional space for the l ibrary 's growing

the new wing, the l ibrary renovation and

collection, and a 24-hour study area

expansion will provide:
• More than 1 50 computers for general

equipped with computers. Construction
is expected to begin in the summer of 2002.
In addition to the gift toward the
new wing, Mrs. Sterling, a longtime
community leader in Greenville, will donate

use.
• More than 900 seats with hundreds
of network connections available.
• The largest computer lab on campus,

on criteria from six areas : sustainable
sites, water efficiency, energy efficiency,
materials and resources, indoor air quality

an additional $ 1 00 to the l ibrary project

offering access to information throughout

and innovative design. Last February,

for every alumnus who makes a donation

the world.

the Furman board of trustees passed a

to Furman before May 3 1 , 2002 (see story

The new-look l ibrary i s also expected

resolution stating that the university

below). Shi said that this effort, called

to earn LEED (Leadership in Energy and

will strengthen its commitment to the

"Charlie's Challenge," could generate as

Environmental Design) certification. The

environment by promoting sustainability

much as $ 1 mill ion in additional funds for

architectural ftrm of Neal Prince & Pat1ners

and environmentally sensitive campus

the library.

in Greenville will concentrate on such issues

operations.

'The James B . Duke Library expansion
and renovation will be our most ambitious
and expensive construction project ever,"

as lighting, air quality and air circulation
in the construction process.
The LEED program is a system for

Herman N . Hipp Hall, an academic
building currently under construction, i s
expected t o b e the first LEED-certified

Shi said. "Mary Sterl ing's extraordinary

rating commercial, institutional and high

building in South Carolina when completed

generosity will ensure that the l ibrary

rise residential facilities. Ratings are based

in the fall of 2002.

C harlie Peace loved people,

and he loved books. As an executive with The G reenville News

Piedmont Company, he based his whole career on reading and learning.
Charlie was my father, and I know he would be pleased that the board of trustees is naming
the new expansion of Furman's James B. Duke Library for him: the Charlie Peace Wing.
Because this p roject is so dear to my heart, I have made a gift to provide the new facility, and
in addition I would like to offer a challenge to all Furman alu m n i : If you give $10 or more to
Furman this year, for any purpose you choose, I will make an additional

$100 gift to the library

expansion and renova tion.

"Charlie's Challenge" can generate as much as $1 million i n additional funds for the library
project, which will benefit all students and faculty of the university. Thank you for helping to make
it happe n , and for all you do for Furman.
- Mary Peace Sterling

